
 
 
 
 
Dear Friends: 
 
As I mentioned in my last message, Helen and I were just about to embark on a “dream” 
vacation.  Well, it is now more than a dream, and very much an “experience” we will 
never forget. 
 
Helen and I left on Thursday, September 26th, with our dear friends, Roger & Ione, and 
flew to Athens, Greece, where we spent two glorious days exploring the “birth place of 
democracy”.  After hiking to the top of the Acropolis (a significant accomplishment), we 
had a magnificent view of the surrounding area.  The next day, when visiting the 
Acropolis Museum, I also walked to the top of the Areopagus Hill, where the Apostle 
Paul comforted the Areopagus council (see Acts 17:16-34).  
 
After two days in Athens, we boarded a ship (the Celebrity Infinity), and set out on a 12-
day cruise that took us to: Mykonos (Greece), Rhodes (Greece), Limassol (Cyprus), 
Israel (3 days), Crete (Greece), Malta, and finally to Rome.  It was particularly 
significant that after leaving Israel, our last three ports back to Rome mirrored the 
journey that Paul took as recorded in Acts 27 and 28. 
 
Once we landed in Rome, we had an additional 4 days to explore this remarkable city, as 
well as a couple of Italian villages 60 miles north of Rome: Orvieto and Civita di 
Bagnoregio. (See YouTube video (3 min): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZE4DbIWMNBs) 
 
After evening tours of the Vatican and Sistine Chapel, and the Colosseum (what a sight 
to see these landmarks at night), we spent Sunday morning attending a worship service 
at St Andrews Scottish Presbyterian Church in downtown Rome, and then visited the 
Borghese Museum with its many works of magnificent art and sculptures.   
 
As you can understand, we came home exhausted, but exhilarated by the experience of 
18 days of exploring “history”, and some of the most beautiful images one can imagine.  
It truly was a trip of a life-time, and we are praising God for this marvelous opportunity. 
 
Now, the holidays are ahead, and we trust that you and your family will have the joy of 
observing these times of celebration … rejoicing in our Thanksgiving … and 
remembering the miracle of the Incarnation.   
 
Yours for reaching the marketplace.  

Carl 
 


